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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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1 . ^ This communication is responsive to amendments/arguments filed 3 April 2007 . 
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1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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Examiner's Amendment 

IN THE CLAIMS 

In claim 1, line 3, - -a- - has been inserted after "to" (before "nearby"); and 
Claims 2-5 and 11-14 have been canceled. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Remaining claims 1,6-10, and 15-35 allowed as amended/argued. 

The prior art of record fail to teach a navigational aid for a watercraft navigating a 
waterway comprising, among other limitations, one or more sensors in the watercraft for 
determining the position of the watercraft with regard to a nearby structure, a feedback 
device in the watercraft for updating a pilot of the watercraft as to said position, a visual 
display that displays a navigational chart showing a portion of the waterway being 
navigated - the visual display including the waterway and the structure and further 
wherein a representation of the watercraft is overlaid on the display with a graphical 
indication of the distance of one or more points on the watercraft from one or more 
portions of the structure - the overlaid representation of the watercraft representing the 
actual position and orientation of the watercraft with respect to the structure. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yonel Beaulieu whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
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6955. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon., Wed. & Thur. between 0900 
and 1600. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas BLACK can be reached on (571) 272-6956. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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